
Quotes to Spur 
Discussions

at the beginning of 
our year together

Thinking about 
U.S. History



Consider each quote - 
What do you think it means? Could there be more than one 
interpretation?
What might someone agree with? Why? Why might someone disagree 
with? Why?
Is this an important thought?
How does the quote make you feel?
How does what you know about the author of the quote impact your 
thinking?
How does it apply to our studies this year? to current events?
Ask a rhetorical question, but also be willing to offer your thoughts as to 
what the answer might be or explain why you ask it.
Offer examples, make comparisons, make up a hypothetical situation 
to support your ideas.
Respond to the ideas of others.

You will be called to discuss one of the quotes and be an observer in 
the other two discussions. 
You need to give serious thought to each quote for either role. You can 
jot down ideas to prepare and jot more down during and after.
You will write a short paragraph after participating in or listening to 
each discussion. You will turn in all three paragraphs but indicate the 
one you think is “best.” 
We will together decide how grade the discussion and paragraphs.



Carl Shurz   1829 - 1906
● German student revolutionary - jailed, escaped, emigrated to America
● Settled in Wisconsin
● Anti-slavery activist
● Prominent member of new Republican party - worked for Lincoln’s election
● U.S. Senator
● Major General in Union Army
● Worked for rights of African Americans after Civil War
● Moved to Missouri 
● Secretary of the Interior  - worked for rights of Native Americans

“My country, right or wrong; 
if right, to be kept right; 
and if wrong, to be set right.”



“I don't measure America by 
its achievement but by its 
potential.”

Shirley Chisholm     1924 - 2005
● first African American woman in Congress (1968)
● first woman and African American to seek the nomination for president of the United 

States from one of the two major political parties (1972)
● born in Brooklyn, New York  to immigrant parents from Guyana (father - a factory 

worker) and Barbados (mother - a seamstress) 
● a nursery school teacher, master’s degree from Columbia University in early childhood 

education
● joined lthe League of Women Voters, the National Association for the Advancement of 

Colored People (NAACP), the Urban League, and Democratic Party
● became the second African American elected to the New York state legislature
● Became a U.S. Representative in Congress - introduced more than 50 pieces of 

legislation and championed racial and gender equality, the plight of the poor, and ending 
the Vietnam War

● first black woman and second woman ever to serve on the powerful House Rules 
Committee



“People talk about the middle of the road as 
though it were unacceptable. Actually, all 
human problems . . . come into the gray 
areas. Things are not all black and white. 
There have to be compromises. The middle 
of the road is all of the usable surface. The 
extremes, right and left, are in the gutters.”

Dwight Eisenhower 1890 - 1969
● third of seven sons, born in Texas, brought up in Kansas
● attended West Point, the American Army Academy
● five-star general in the United States Army
● served as supreme commander of the Allied Expeditionary Forces in Europe
● was the 34th president of the United States (1953 - 1961)


