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Topic 4 Civil War - Advantages of the North and South as the Civil War Begins - My Chart

· Examine the three attached charts and decide what you think the most key advantages are for each side. List these on the chart below.
· Do not assume that there is a correct number or an equal number. Just list those you believe are most critical. 
· Be ready to defend your ideas.

	Advantages of the North
	Advantages of the South
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Comparative resources: Union and Confederate states, 1861

Union States Confederate States
Total po ulation: 2.5 to 1 Naval ship tonnage 25 to1

Factory production value: 10 to 1

e )

Free men 18-60 yrs. in mlhtary service: 1864 Textlle oods roductlon 17to1

S

Wealth ploduced 3to1 Iron production: 20 to 1

Railroad mileage: 2 4101 Coal productlon 38 to1

Farm acreage: 3 to 1
Draft animals: 1.8 to 1
Livestock: 1.5t0 1

Wheat production: 4.2 to 1

Corn production: 2 to 1

Merchant ship tonnage: 9 to 1

Cotton production: 1 to 24
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NORTH

SOUTH

Population

22 million free
400,000 slaves

5.5 million free citizens
3.5 million slaves

Economic Resources

The Union's numerous factories and
farms were capable of producing the
‘massive amount of war goods and
food supplies needed for victory.

110,000 factories

Excellent railroad network (20,000
miles)

Ability to borrow money and issue
bonds

Ability to build weapons .

The South had litile industry
and its farms produced chiefly cotton,
not food.

Weak railroad network (9,000 miles).
21,000 factories

No arms industry or heavy industry.

Borrowing was difficult. Paper money
printed and became worthless.

Political Leadership

Well-developed democratic system
and strong president (Abraham
Lincoln)

CSA President Jefferson Davis was
weak and states of the CSA were
unwilling to give the central
‘government much power.

Naval Resources

Poor navy at beginning of the war, but
ability to build wood and IRON ships
COULD BLOCKADE SOUTH.

No navy. Eventually purchased some
ships, but overall, no match for U.S.
Navy

Strategic Posifion

North had to re-conquer enormous
territory (almost 2x the size of

South had to only hold its territory.
Extensive coastline allowed

Western Europe) smuggling
Military Leadership | Weak for first 2.5 years of the war. | Strong military tradition in South gave
Infighting among officers and South a deep pool of talented officers

suspicion of Pres. Lincoln. U.S. Army
had been underfunded for years when
war began.

and several military colleges.

Morale

Varied. Many people supported Union
cause strongly. Others did not want to
fight on behalf of blacks.

Generally strong. While some poor
whites did not want to fight 'a rich
‘man's war, many believed in 'the
Cause.’





