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Test Taking Strategy #3

5. Answer the easiest 

questions first

, 

but 

be sure to go back to 

those questions you 

skipped.

2. It is important 

to answer every 

question even if 

you are not sure of 

the answer.

3. Use all your 

time

! 

There 

are no extra 

points for 

finishing early.

4. Save time at the 

end to review your 

test and make sure 

you haven't left out 

any answers.

1. Don’t spend too 

much time on any 

one question. 
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Test Taking Strategy #3

5. Answer the easiest questions first, but be sure to go back to those questions you skipped.

2. It is important to answer every question even if you are not sure of the answer.



3. Use all your time! There are no extra points for finishing early.

4. Save time at the end to review your test and make sure you haven't left out any answers.

USE YOUR TIME WISELY

1. Don’t spend too much time on any one question. 
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Test Taking Strategy #3
USEYOUR TIME WISELY
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If you can

’

t figure 

out which answer 

is correct, try to 

ELIMINATE 

(cross-off) 

the 

answers that you 

know are wrong.

Use the cross-off 

button to mark the 

choices you have 

eliminated.

Eliminate 

obviously wrong

answer choices

Eliminate 

choices that are 

partly correct

Eliminate items 

that are correct but 

don’t answer the 

question

Test Taking Strategy #4
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If you can’t figure out which answer is correct, try to ELIMINATE (cross-off) the answers that you know are wrong.



Use the cross-off button to mark the choices you have eliminated.

Eliminate obviously wrong  answer choices

Eliminate choices that are partly correct

Eliminate items that are correct but don’t answer the question 



Test Taking Strategy #4

Elimination
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Educated guessing means using everything you 

know to attempt to answer the question.

Test Taking Strategy #5

Did you know??

A random guess gives you a 

25%

chance of getting the right answer.  

An educated guess increases your 

chance  of answering correctly up to 

75%

!
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Educated guessing means using everything you know to attempt to answer the question.



Test Taking Strategy #5

Educated Guess

Did you know??

A random guess gives you a 25% chance of getting the right answer.  



An educated guess increases your chance  of answering correctly up to 75% !
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Test Taking Strategy #5
Educatod Guess
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What value of 

N

makes the 

equation true? 

N 

– 19 = 33

A. 245

B. 42

C. 14

D. 52

Test Taking Strategy #6 

Always ask yourself: 

“Is the answer reasonable?”

Eliminate obviously wrong 

answers first, 

then 

ESTIMATE!

What is 325+917+ 796? 

A. 56  

B. 2038 

C. 1038 

D. 10,564

In Math, 

ESTIMATING

is finding an approximate answer

by rounding the numbers BEFORE you 

add, subtract, multiply, or divide. 
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What value of N makes the equation true?    N – 19 = 33

245

42

14

52







Test Taking Strategy #6 

ESTIMATE



Always ask yourself: 

“Is the answer reasonable?” 

Eliminate obviously wrong answers first, 

then ESTIMATE!

What is 325+917+ 796? 



56  

 2038 

 1038 

 10,564







In Math, ESTIMATING is finding an approximate answer

by rounding the numbers BEFORE you 

add, subtract, multiply, or divide. 
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•

Use Scratch Paper!!

•

Double Check 

to make sure you've copied the problem 

correctly. 

•

Line Up Place Values 

(thousands, hundreds, tens, ones) neatly 

to avoid careless mistakes

.

•

Pace Yourself

•

Move On 

and

Come Back

Additional Math Tips

1 0 3 . 6

2 4 . 2

+ 5 . 7 5

1 3 3 . 5 5


Microsoft_PowerPoint_Slide8.sldx
Use Scratch Paper!! 

Double Check to make sure you've copied the problem correctly. 

Line Up Place Values (thousands, hundreds, tens, ones) neatly to avoid careless mistakes.











Pace Yourself

Move On and Come Back



Additional Math Tips

		1		0		3		.		6		

				2		4		.		2		

		+				5		.		7		5

		1		3		3		.		5		5
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*

CONTEXT 

CLUES 

are hints 

found within a 

sentence, paragraph, 

or passage that a 

reader can use to 

understand the 

meanings of new or 

unfamiliar words.

When the answer 

is not clear, look 

for clues in the 

question and in 

the answer 

choices.

Clues could be:

CONTEXT*

TENSE

WORD TYPE

GRAMMAR

Test Taking Strategy #7
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LOOK FOR CLUES

*CONTEXT CLUES are hints found within a sentence, paragraph, or passage that a reader can use to understand the meanings of new or unfamiliar words.

When the answer is not clear, look for clues in the question and in the answer choices.

Clues could be:

CONTEXT*

TENSE

WORD TYPE

GRAMMAR





Test Taking Strategy #7
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Test Taking Strategy #1
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Test Taking Strategy #7 – Example

Clue Words in Test Questions

Clue Word Answer should be a

Who? Person

What? Thing

Where? Place

When? Time

Why? Reason

Which? Choice

How? Way something is done

How many? Number
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Test Taking Strategy #7 – Example

Clue Words in Test Questions

LOOK FOR CLUES

		Clue Word		Answer should be a

		Who?		Person

		What?		Thing

		Where?		Place

		When?		Time

		Why?		Reason

		Which?		Choice

		How?		Way something is done

		How many?		Number
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Test Taking Strategy #7- Example
100K FOR CLUES
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Analyz

e - break into parts, tell about the parts

Compare 

- tell the all the ways they are the same

Contrast 

- tell all the ways that they are different

Describe

- tell about, paint a picture with words

Evaluate

- judge it, tell the good and the bad

Explain

- teach me or show me the steps

Formulate

- create, put together

Infer

- read between the lines, what is the hidden meaning

Predict 

- What will happen next?

Summarize 

- tell the main idea, tell the beginning, middle, and end

Support

- back it up or prove it with details 

Trace

- outline, list in steps, or follow the path 

Test Taking Strategy #8


Microsoft_PowerPoint_Slide11.sldx
Analyze - break into parts, tell about the parts

Compare - tell the all the ways they are the same

Contrast - tell all the ways that they are different

Describe - tell about, paint a picture with words

Evaluate - judge it, tell the good and the bad

Explain - teach me or show me the steps

Formulate - create, put together

Infer - read between the lines, what is the hidden meaning

Predict - What will happen next?

Summarize - tell the main idea, tell the beginning, middle, and end

Support - back it up or prove it with details 

Trace - outline, list in steps, or follow the path 



	



12 POWER WORDS - KNOW WHAT THEY MEAN

Test Taking Strategy #8
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Test Taking Strategy #8
12 POWER WORDS - KNOW WHAT THEY MERK

Compars -l el ey

Evannte e, ol o s

[rRoh e ———
ER———

e R ——

Trve - i, o ol o ot






image12.emf
1. Read all the titles, labels, keys, and other given 

information

2. Check the units of measurement

3. Look for a PATTERN, TREND, or COMPARISON in the 

graph or table 

Test Taking Strategy #9
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 QUESTIONS with GRAPHS, CHARTS, and  TABLES 





1.	Read all the titles, labels, keys, and other given information

Check the units of measurement

Look for a PATTERN, TREND, or COMPARISON in the graph or table 



Test Taking Strategy #9
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Test Taking Strategy #9
‘QUESTIONS with GRAPHS, CHARTS, and TABLES.
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Test Taking Strategy #10

1. Read the title of the map

2. Check the map key (legend)

3. Look at the map scale (if you need to find a distance)

4. Re-read the question again


Microsoft_PowerPoint_Slide13.sldx
 QUESTIONS WITH MAPS





Test Taking Strategy #10

 Read the title of the map

 Check the map key (legend)

 Look at the map scale (if you need to find a distance)

 Re-read the question again
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When reading a passage, remember

READ THE QUESTIONS FIRST 

to determine what you are looking for as you read the 

selection.

Test Taking Strategy #11
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When reading a passage, remember



READ THE QUESTIONS FIRST 



to determine what you are looking for as you read the selection.







Test Taking Strategy #11

 READ QUESTIONS FIRST
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Test Taking Strategy #11
'REAR QUESTIONS FRST

READ THE QUESTIONS FIRST
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Test Taking Strategy #12

Answers about 

WHERE

and 

WHEN

the story 

takes place are found at the 

BEGINNING

. 

Answers about a 

PROBLEM

of the story are 

usually found in the 

MIDDLE

.

Answers about how the 

PROBLEM WAS 

RESOLVED (FIXED) 

are usually found at the 

END

.
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READING A STORY



Test Taking Strategy #12

Answers about WHERE and WHEN the story takes place are found at the BEGINNING. 



Answers about a PROBLEM of the story are usually found in the MIDDLE.



Answers about how the PROBLEM WAS RESOLVED (FIXED) are usually found at the END.
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Test Taking Strategy #12
READING ASTORY

Ao st PROBLEN WAS
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Events and characters 

that make up the story 

The 

purpose

of the story

The 

point the author is trying to make 

Test Taking Strategy #13

HINT

Look for the 

MAIN IDEA 

in the  first two paragraphs of the story! 

What is the

MAIN IDEA

?  


Microsoft_PowerPoint_Slide16.sldx
FIND THE MAIN IDEA 

Events and characters that make up the story 



The purpose of the story



The point the author is trying to make 



Test Taking Strategy #13

HINT 

Look for the MAIN IDEA in the first two paragraphs of the story! 

What is the

MAIN IDEA?  
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Test Taking Strategy #13
FIND THE WA 10ER
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Read this outline of an article. 

I. Introduction

II. Athenian Democracy

III. Representative Democracy

IV. Conclusion 

Which main idea belongs first under section III? 

a. Every citizen is a member of a government

b. A presidential election is like a town meeting

c. Al Gore got about 500,000 more votes than George Bush did

d. A few elected officials represent a very large population

Test Taking Strategy #13- Example 

Remember 

to use all the strategies 

you have learned
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Read this outline of an article. 

Introduction

Athenian Democracy

Representative Democracy

Conclusion 

Which main idea belongs first under section III? 

Every citizen is a member of a government

A presidential election is like a town meeting

Al Gore got about 500,000 more votes than George Bush did

A few elected officials represent a very large population

















Test Taking Strategy #13- Example 

Remember to use all the strategies you have learned

FIND THE MAIN IDEA 
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‘Test Taking Strategy #13- Example
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Test Taking Strategy #14

• Use the tools provided.

• For ELA/Math, make sure you are done 

before you move on to the next section.  You 

will do one chunk at a time and once you 

move forward, you cannot go back.

• If you are feeling tired, then take a minute to 

regroup.

• Don’t just start clicking through the test.  We 

use these scores for future placement 

decisions---always try your best!
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ONLINE TESTING IS DIFFERENT



Test Taking Strategy #14

Use the tools provided.

For ELA/Math, make sure you are done before you move on to the next section.  You will do one chunk at a time and once you move forward, you cannot go back.

If you are feeling tired, then take a minute to regroup.

Don’t just start clicking through the test.  We use these scores for future placement decisions---always try your best!
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Use the tools provided.
For ELAMath, make sure you are done
before you move on 0 the next secion. You
will do one churk at a ime and once you
‘move forward, you cannot go back.

I you ae fosing ied,then take a minute o
regroup.

Don'just stat clicking through the test. We
use these scores for fture placement
decisions-—always try your best!






image1.emf
14 Test Taking Strategies Every Test 

Taker Should Know

(this works for MSTEP or ANY Multiple Choice Test!)


image19.emf
I am scared of 

the test 

monster

!!!!

Remember

Remember the strategies! 

They will help you to feel confident.

•Get enough sleep and eat healthy food.

•Think positively about doing your best!

•Take a deep breath to relax.

•Answer EVERY question.

•Make intelligent educated guesses.

•Think about one item at a time.

•

DO YOUR BEST! 


Microsoft_PowerPoint_Slide19.sldx
Follow these tips to reduce your anxiety! 





I am scared of the test monster!!!!



Remember



Remember the strategies! 

They will help you to feel confident.



Get enough sleep and eat healthy food.

Think positively about doing your best!

Take a deep breath to relax.

Answer EVERY question.

Make intelligent educated guesses.

Think about one item at a time.

DO YOUR BEST! 
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By using the 

TEST TAKING STRATEGIES

you have learned today, and with 

PRACTICE

, 

you can 

IMPROVE

your 

TEST TAKING SKILLS

and 

TEST SCORES

. 

Sources: 

“Preparing Middle School Students for High Stakes Tests,” Tara Musslewhite

, 

Atascocita Middle School, Humble, Texas

“15 Strategies Every Test Taker Should Have,”  Vista Middle School, Van Nuys, CA
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By using the 
TEST TAKING STRATEGIES 
you have learned today, and with PRACTICE, 
you can IMPROVE your 
TEST TAKING SKILLS and TEST SCORES. 

	



Sources: 

“Preparing Middle School Students for High Stakes Tests,” Tara Musslewhite, Atascocita Middle School, Humble, Texas

“15 Strategies Every Test Taker Should Have,”  Vista Middle School, Van Nuys, CA
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14 Test Taking Strategies Every Test Taker Should Know

(this works for MSTEP or ANY Multiple Choice Test!)
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Avoid the morning rush

. 

Set out clothes the night 

before. Get to school a 

few minutes earlier than 

you usually do.

Get plenty of rest the night 

before each testing day

You need 8-10 hours of 

sleep, so go to bed by 10pm.

Eat a good nutritious breakfast 

the morning of each testing day

(Milk w/cereal, eggs, fruits; no Hot 

Cheetos and candy.)

Test Taking  Strategy  # 1    
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Get ready before testing 









Avoid the morning rush. Set out clothes the night before. Get to school a few minutes earlier than you usually do.

Get plenty of rest the night before each testing day 

You need 8-10 hours of sleep, so go to bed by 10pm.

Eat a good nutritious breakfast the morning of each testing day 

(Milk w/cereal, eggs, fruits; no Hot Cheetos and candy.)



Test Taking  Strategy  # 1    
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Test Taking Strategy #1
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LISTEN

Listen to the 

directions

given by teacher.

Read the 

directions

written on the test.

Select the best answer.

Read the 

question

and 

ALL answer choices.

READ

SELECT

Test Taking  Strategy  # 2 
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LISTEN

FOLLOW DIRECTIONS!



Listen to the directions given by teacher.

Read the directions written on the test.

Select the best answer.

Read the question and ALL answer choices.



READ



SELECT



Test Taking  Strategy  # 2 
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Test Taking Strategy #2
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