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Name –

Unit – Constitution

Notes – Seven Principles of the Constitution

	Define “Principle.”
	Principle - Noun
· a basic or essential _____________       or       _____________________ 



	List the seven principles.
	1. Popular Sovereignty

2. Republicanism

3. Federalism

4. Separation of Powers

5. Checks and balances

6. Limited Government

7. Individual Rights


	Popular Sovereignty



	Question it Answers –

Who gives the government its power?


	Expressed by first words in Constitution -  

________     the     ______________     . . . establish this Constitution ….

Definition – a government in which the _________     _______________
· Government’s authority comes from the people

· Government decisions and actions must 

must reflects the will of the people

· "Popular"     means    ______________________
· "Sovereignty"    means      __________________________
· Based on ideas of John Locke - 

" . . . Government are created among  ________________     . . . .



	Diagram –


	


	Principle - Republicanism 

	Question it Answers –

How are people’s views represented in government?


	A government in which
· The people exercise their power by

_____________     for     _______________________________________
· called – 

· representative democracy 

(versus direct democracy)

· Required of states, too 



	Diagram –


	


	Principle - Federalism


	Question it Answers –

How is power shared between the national government and the states?

	Definition – 
A system of government in which the
____________ and the ________________ government share power

Framers goal –

· States and nation are _______________ in governing

· States and nation ______________________
Delegated powers –

· _______________ to the national government by the states

Reserved powers –

· ______________________ by the states

Concurrent powers –

· ____________ have
· Ex. – the power to tax


	Diagram –
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The overlapping spheres of power
bind the American people together.





	

	Principle – Separation of Powers


	Question it Answers –

How is the power of the national government divided so one person or group is not too powerful?


	Fear –

·  too much power can lead to _________________________
Solution – 

· divide the basic governmental powers into different branches

· No one branch is given all power

Three branches of government –

· __________________________  - _____________ the laws

· ___________________________ – _____________the laws

· ___________________________ – _____________ the laws



	Diagram –


	


	Principle – Checks and Balances


	Question it Answers –

How is power even distributed?

	Balance - 

· Each branch must _________________ the others 
to complete its work

Check - 
· Each branch has the ability to _______________ actions of the others
Ex – If Congress passes a “bad” law, President can veto it, and Courts can call it unconstitutional.


	Diagram –
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	Principle – Limited Government


	Question it Answers –

How is abuse of power prevented?

	 “Rule of Law” –

Everyone, citizens and powerful ___________ alike, 
must ____________ the law

No one is ____________ the law 

Some Powers are specifically denied the Government –

Art. 1 Sec. 9 –  Lists - Powers _______________  Congress

Art. 1 Sec. 10 – Lists - Powers _______________ the states




	Diagram –


	

	Principle – Individual Rights


	Question it Answers –

How is a citizen protected from and by a o national gov't??

	Definition – ______________________ against a too powerful government

Two types

· Personal _________________ - the citizens' right to expect the government to __________ ___________________________
· Ex. – must be provided with 
          a trial by jury
· Personal _________________ - the right of citizens to 
_________ and ____________   ________________ 
(only limited  by good of the larger community)
· Ex. – freedom of religion



	Diagram –


	


