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Excerpt from the Stamp Act - The Introduction 

 
Who passed the Stamp Act? 

● “Parliament” 
 
What does the introduction from the Stamp Act say the money is for? 

● “Defraying the expenses of defending, protecting, and securing the colonies” 
○ paying for the defense of the colonies 

 

Excerpt from the Stamp Act - Clause 6 

 
What type of document is being taxed? 

● A will - the document a person makes to state how they want their money and goods 
distributed after their death 

 

How much is the tax? 
● 6 pence 

 
Excerpt from the Stamp Act - Clause 19 

 
What type of document is being taxed? 

● “License for retailing of Spirituous Liquors” 
○ A license to sell alcohol 

How much is the tax? 
● 20 shillings 
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Excerpt from the Stamp Act - Clause 30 

 
What type of document is being taxed? 

● A deed for land under a hundred acres 
 

How much is the tax? 
● 1 shilling and 6 pence 

 
Excerpt from the Stamp Act - Clause 38 

 
What type of document is being taxed? 

● An Indenture 
○ The contract between an indentured servant and his or her master 

 

How much is the tax? 
● 2 shillings and 6 pence 
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Excerpt from the Stamp Act - Clauses 43, 44, and 45 

 
What type of documents are being taxed? 

● Playing cards 
● Dice 

 

How much is the tax? 
● Playing cards - 1 shilling 
● Dice - 10 shillings 

 
 
Excerpt from the Stamp Act - Clauses 46, 47, and 50 

 

 
What type of documents are being taxed? 

● Newspapers 
● Advertisements 

 

How much is the tax? 
● Newspapers  - 1 half-penny 
● Advertisements - 2 shillings 

 



12/5/2018 Road to Revolution - Cause #5 - The Tax Acts - Primary Sources - The Stamp Act - Complete - Google Docs

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10coSoacHobUJVB7sOMiEJWDCwehDAS7sjtCWxuAXXEQ/edit 4/4

 
Fitzgerald 
Road to Revolution Cause #5 - The Tax Acts - Primary Sources - Excerpts from The Stamp Act 
and a Defense of Parliament taxing the Colonies - Complete 

Excerpt from pages 6 and 7 of pamphlet entitled  
“A Vindication of the Authority of Parliament”, London 1766 
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How does the author describe the colonists before the French and Indian War? 

● Submitted to the British legislature without reluctance 
● Sensible of their inability to defend themselves 
● “took shelter under the wings of their mother” 

 

How does the author describe the colonists after the French and Indian War? 
● Began to strut 
● Claim independent 
● Fear and natural affection left at the same time 
● Boast that they owe “their present happy state to to no power on earth but themselves” 

 

Do you think this author Parliament has a right to tax the colonies to help pay for the costs of the war? 
● Yes 
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