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Reform Movement Document-Based Questions - Women’s Rights 
Begin lesson with quotes from Thoreau on Civil Disobedience.
Declaration of Sentiments – Seneca Falls Convention, 1848

	. . . .

We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men and women are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights governments are instituted, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed. Whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of those who suffer from it to refuse allegiance to it, and to insist upon the institution of a new government, laying its foundation on such principles, and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness.

. . . .

The history of mankind is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations on the part of man toward woman, having in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over her. To prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid world.  (The following are a partial list of the facts given.)

· He has compelled her to submit to law in the formation of which she had no voice.

· He has taken from her all right in property, even to the wages she earns.

· He has so framed the laws of divorce, as to what shall be the proper causes and, in case of separation, to whom the guardianship of the children shall be given . . . .

· He has taxed her to support a government which recognizes her only when her property can be made profitable to it.

· He closes against her all professions of wealth and distinction which he considers most honorable to himself. As a teacher of religion, medicine, or law, she is not known.

· He has denied her the facilities for obtaining a thorough education, all colleges being closed against her.


· What famous document is the Declaration of Sentiments modeled on? 1 pt.
· List the two examples of injuries you feel are the most serious and explain why you think each is so serious. 4 pts.

1850 Census Document  - Fayette County, Kentucky.
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Note that is contains Henry Clay's listing! Our focus is the two women listed, though.

Examine their entries. Look at column #7. 

· How this information for women in column #7 different from that of the men? 1pt.
[image: image2.jpg]FILLING UP THE CENSUS PAPER.
Wifl o NE Soaam, LPON MY WORD. MR PEEWTTI & TWS THE WAY YOU FIL UP YOUR CONS? 0 YOU
CALL YOURSELS THE *WEAD OF THE FAMAY =0 YOU=AND ME A PEMALEL"




Keeping the census record in mind, 

Examine the way the man and woman are drawn in this cartoon.

Read the title - "Filling Up the Census Paper. " Read the caption - "Upon my word, Mr. Peewitt! Is the way you fill up the census? So you call yourself the "Head of the Family - do you?!" 

What do you think the cartoonist is saying about the way the census regards women? Support your answer with ideas from the title, caption, and figures of the woman and the man. 3 pts.
“Ain’t I a Woman,” speech given by Sojourner Truth in Akron, Ohio, 1851

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4vr_vKsk_h8 

	Well, children, where there is so much racket there must be something out of kilter. I think that 'twixt the negroes of the South and the women at the North, all talking about rights, the white men will be in a fix pretty soon. But what's all this here talking about? 

That man over there says that women need to be helped into carriages, and lifted over ditches, and to have the best place everywhere. Nobody ever helps me into carriages, or over mud-puddles, or gives me any best place! And ain't I a woman? Look at me! Look at my arm! I have ploughed and planted, and gathered into barns, and no man could head me! And ain't I a woman? I could work as much and eat as much as a man - when I could get it - and bear the lash as well! And ain't I a woman? I have borne thirteen children, and seen most all sold off to slavery, and when I cried out with my mother's grief, none but Jesus heard me! And ain't I a woman? 

Then they talk about this thing in the head; what's this they call it? [member of audience whispers, "intellect"] That's it, honey. What's that got to do with women's rights or negroes' rights? If my cup won't hold but a pint, and yours holds a quart, wouldn't you be mean not to let me have my little half measure full? 

Then that little man in black there, he says women can't have as much rights as men, 'cause Christ wasn't a woman! Where did your Christ come from? Where did your Christ come from? From God and a woman! Man had nothing to do with Him. 

If the first woman God ever made was strong enough to turn the world upside down all alone, these women together ought to be able to turn it back , and get it right side up again! And now they is asking to do it, the men better let them. 

Obliged to you for hearing me, and now old Sojourner ain't got nothing more to say.




· What point is Ms. Truth trying to make in paragraph #2? State it in your own words and give support from the document. 2 pts.
· What point is Ms. Truth trying to make in paragraph #3? State it in your own words and give support from the document. 2 pts.

· What reason for not giving women rights does Ms. Truth say is ridiculous in paragraph #4? State it in your own words and give support from the document. 2 pts.

Speech by Susan B. Anthony brought to trial for attempting to vote in a federal election, 1872
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/womens-history-month/videos/the-people-speak-3 

	. . . .

The preamble of the Federal Constitution says: “We, the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.”

It was we the people-not we white male citizens-nor yet we male citizens-but we the whole people, who formed this Union; and we formed it, not to give the blessings of liberty, but to secure them-not to the half of ourselves and the half of our posterity, but to the whole people, women as well as men. And it is downright mockery to talk to women of their enjoyment of the blessings of liberty while they are denied the use of the only means of securing them provided by this democratic-republican government.

. . . . 

One-half of the people of this nation, to-day, are utterly powerless to remove an unjust law, or write a new and just one. The women, dissatisfied as they are with this form of government that enforces “taxation without representation”-that forces them to obey laws to which they have never given their consent-that imprisons and hangs them without a trial by a jury of their peers-that robs them, in marriage, of the custody of their own persons, wages, and children, are-this half of the people-left wholly at the mercy of the other half, in direct violation of the declarations of the framers of this government, every one of which was based on the inalienable principle of “equal rights to all.”

. . . .



· What important document does Ms. Anthony refer to for support of her demand for the vote? 1 pt.
· List two Constitutional rights that Ms. Anthony says the government is keeping from women? 2 pts.
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Answer Document for DBQ Women's Rights

Declaration of Sentiments – Seneca Falls Convention, 1848

1. What famous document is the Declaration of Sentiments modeled on? 1 pt.
Document -

2. List the two examples of injuries you feel are the most important and explain why you think each is important. 4 pts.

Injury - 

Why important - 

Injury -

Why important - 

1850 Census Document  - Fayette County, Kentucky and Census Cartoon

3. How this information for women in column #7 different from that of the men? 1 pt.

4. What do you think the cartoonist is saying about the way the census regards women? Support your answer with ideas from the title, caption, and figures of the woman and the man. 3 pts.
“Ain’t I a Woman,” speech given by Sojourner Truth in Akron, Ohio, 1851

5. What point is Ms. Truth trying to make in paragraph #2? State it in your own words and give support from the document. 2 pts.

6. What point is Ms. Truth trying to make in paragraph #3? State it in your own words and give support from the document. 2 pts.
7. What reason for not giving women rights does Ms. Truth say is ridiculous in paragraph #4? State it in your own words and give support from the document. 2 pts.
Speech by Susan B. Anthony brought to trial for attempting to vote in a federal election, 1872

8. What important document does Ms. Anthony refer to for support of her demand for the vote? 1 pt.
Document - 

9. List two constitutional rights that Ms. Anthony says the government is keeping from women? 2 pts.

Constitutional right - 

Constitutional right - 

