Fitzgerald

Reading and Notes  -
Plan for Bringing New States into the Union -
Developed by Article of Confederation Congress

Video  - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A_sfcKxPwYA
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Settling the Western Lands

The Articles had to be approved by all 13 states. But some states
would not give their approval until other states dropped their claims
o vast areas of land west of the Appalachian Mountains. It took years
to get all the states to give up their claims to western lands. In 1751,
Virginia was the final state to agree. Only then did Maryland approve
the Articles of Confederation, the final state to do so.

The western lands that the states had given up were turned over
to the national government. They proved to be very valuable. Land
was in great demand. Tt could be sold off, piece by piece, to private
companies seeking to develop western settiements.

Land Ordinance of 1785 Congress had to devise a system for
land sales and settlement. Under the Land Ordinance of 1785,
surveyors were to divide public lands into townships, 6 miles on
each side. This would result in a grid of squares. Within each
township there would also be a grid, 1mile on each side. These
36 sections would be sold for no less than $1 an acre.





image2.png
Within each township, one section was set aside to support
schools. This reflected the belief of the nation's leaders that democ-
racy depended on education. Thomas Jefferson later wrote:

€€1f a nation expects to be ignorant and free, in a state of
civilization, it expects what never was and never will be.”>

~Thomas Jefferson, etterto Charles Yancey, 1816

Northwest Ordinance of 1787 Investors were eager to buy
land in the Northwest Territory, north of the Ohio River. They
pressed Congress to determine how this area would be governed. In
response, Cangress passed the Northwest Ordinance of 1787. Tt
guaranteed basic rights for settlers and banned slavery there.

The Northwest Ordinance set a three-step process for admilting
new states. When a territory was just starting to be seftled, Congress
would appoint a governor, a secretary, and three judges. Once the
territory had 5,000 free adult male settlers, it could elect a legislature.
When the free population reached 60,000, the territory could ask to
become a state. In time, five states—Ohio, Indiana, Ilinois, Michigan,
and Wisconsin—were carved out of the Northwest Territory. (For
more on the settling of the Northwest Territory, sce the Geography
and History feature.)
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Western Land Claims
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