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Building An Understand of the American Revolution : Peel the Fruit
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The Declaration of Independence states, “Whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends it is the right of the people to alter and abolish it and create new government.”

Though the American Revolution is not a main focus of our study this year, we must acknowledge that “alter and abolish” meant bloodshed, a war, before the plans for the “new government” take over our thoughts. 

We are going to spend a few days developing an understanding of the course of the American Revolution.

We will start by acknowledging that the war was part of your 5th grade studies and that you probably have some general knowledge of the war. We will also examine what questions we have about the war, as we have led up to it with our study of the process that led to the Declaration. We will begin a chart that notes these beginnings of our understanding.
Then we will watch a video America the Story of Us: “The American Revolution.” This video will provide an overview of key aspects of the war. We will add the ideas of the video to the chart to track our growing understanding.

We will then attack some texts providing information on specific points in the war, our book and a packet of readings built from nonfiction reference texts containing information on these same points.  We will compile our understanding of each point from these two sources into a bulleted list of four key ideas about each point in the war. We will then add this research on the specific points in the war to our chart.

We will then work to develop a statement that pulls together our initial understand of the war and our questions with the overview and knowledge of specific points in the war to form a statement that describes the war as we now understand it.

You will be working in groups of four to build a chart, so that you can share and support your ideas, hear the ideas of others made and supported, and come to consensus on what can be understood about the war from this work.

Day One – Current state of knowledge and questions, Chart begun, Begin video

Day Two – Complete video, add ideas on video to chart

Day Three – Finish adding ideas from video to chart, Begin Text-based research, adding ideas on each point as completed

Day Four – Finish text-based research on the specific points in the war, Formulate statement of current understanding of the Revolution

Find list of specific points of the war to be studied on the back.

Specific points in the American Revolution for Text-based research
Page numbers refer to pages in our text. A packet of readings from other non-fiction reference sources on the Revolution will be provided containing readings on each of these points also.

· Lexington and Concord, pp. 152-3

· Olive Branch Petition, p. 158 / Declaration of Independence, p. 172-3

· Fort Ticonderoga, p. 158

· Bunker Hill, pp. 159-60

· Battles in New York, p. 179

· Crossing the Delaware, The Battle of Trenton, p. 181

· Saratoga, pp. 181-3

· French Support, p. 183

· The Article of Confederation, p. 206

· Valley Forge, p. 184

· The War in the South, p. 191

· The Battle of Yorktown, p. 192

· The Treaty of Paris, p. 193

Peel the Fruit Diagram Plan

Your group will be given a large sheet of roll paper. on which to build this diagram. We can write our ideas on each of the specific points in the Revolution down on a flashcard to put in that layer of the chart.

