Thursday, 30 October 2014

Dear American History Parents and Families,

Your student has completed a set of flashcards of the thoughts and actions that led this country to revolution. We are trying to developing an understanding of what led this country to declare independence from Great Britain and develop an opinion on whether that declaration was justified.

We read about, saw video clips, discussed, and took notes on the key points along this road to revolution, organizing our study into 6 topics: the rights of Englishmen, the colonial experience with self-government, the development of American beliefs and rights, the British control of colonial trade and the raising of revenue, the British violation of colonial rights, and Colonial rebellion. We created flashcards as we went through these topics, so that we could study the ideas along the way, trying to break the bad habit of cramming at the end, as we do have a common assessment on this unit next Thursday, November 6th.

We organized our flashcards into a web that has our central question in the middle (Were the colonies justified in declaring independence?) and the topics that we can draw on when forming an opinion as to this question. The students are bringing that web home tonight. The goal is for them to spend the next week, over the long weekend studying these flashcards and presenting their knowledge to you, walking you through the events that led to the announcement of a new kind of country in the Declaration of Independence. 
Your student should have been studying the flashcards as he or she created them, using them quiz himself on his personal understanding of our reading, discussion, and note-taking. This should allow him or her to tell you about the events, relating the ideas on the back of each flashcard from memory. Each flashcard should have the idea’s title and some images to support their memory of the ideas key points on the front  and the key points on the back. You are being asked to grade them on their presentation to you. A checklist is attached, as is a copy of our notes if you need some support in what they should be talking about.
If he or she cannot relate the events clearly and accurately, he should restudy and try again. If he has to restart every day between now and next Wednesday night, he should. These cards are the study guide for the common assessment on Thursday, November 6th. You want him to try, try, and try again, until you can award him 40/40 points!
Please also send in a picture of your family with the book, as we want to make a display of this successful study for all to be proud of!
If you could complete the attached checklist while your student presents, putting a check in each box, and deciding what grade you feel should be awarded for their work in presenting the causes to you, I will record the grade the checklist indicates your student has earned.  

The students have learned much this year already and are proud to show you what they know. Thank you very much for your support!
Please sign and return the bottom portion of this letter tomorrow to let me know you are aware of this assignment.

Virginia Fitzgerald and West’s 8th Grade American History Classes

I have received the parent letter and grading sheet concerning the Pre-Revolutionary Pre- Constitutional Event Book. I will expect my child to present the book to me. I know the grading sheet, picture, and book are due on the day of the test, Wednesday, October 31st.

Student Name ________________________________________________

Parent Signature _________________________________________________

