Fitzgerald

Unit - Challenges of a new Nation

First Topic - How do each of the three branches begin?

	Question
	Answer
	Additions and Corrections

	Discuss the idea of precedent and define the word. 

p. 283 

The First President


	· It is 1789 and the American people have a new Constitution.

· They have their first Congress and their first president.

· Everything done would be an example that would be followed in the future.

· Precedent - def

· an example followed by others in the future

· root word - to precede (to come before)
	

	How does the executive branch begin?
	
	

	Define the word inaugurate. p. 293 
	· To inaugurate - to introduce a newly elected official into a job with a formal ceremony: to cause to formally begin 

· Inauguration - the ceremony in which the president takes the oath of office
	

	Describe how the executive branch will be organized so that it may begin to execute the decisions of Congress. p. 283 The Executive Branch
	· The Constitution was only an outline for organizing the government 
· There had been almost no national government under the Articles 

· At the time only had 75 post office, a few clerks, and 672 soldiers 

· First thing the Congress and President had to do - create a working government

· Congress set-up three departments in the executive branch: Treasury, State, and War

· Washington appoints the heads of these departments and an Attorney General 

Appointments

· Secretary of the Treasury - Alexander Hamilton   ( an economic genius)

· Secretary of State - Thomas Jefferson 

(who had been ambassador to France and was very popular due to having written the Declaration)
· Secretary of War - Henry Knox (a former general under Washington)

· Attorney General - Edmund Randolph 

(from work at Constitutional Convention)

· meets regularly with these leaders - called the cabinet
	Treasury - handle money
State - handle foreign affairs

War - now called Dept of Defense

General - "in general," for all issues, not a military general
The word "Cabinet" - comes from small room ( a cabinet) in the corner of the great halls of castles, where leaders could meet and talk in private)

	Describe the first job the executive branch takes on. p. 285 Hamilton's Financial Plan
	· Develop a plan to solve financial crisis
· Developed by Hamilton

3 parts

· National government will pay back all war debts, even state debts

· A tariff - a tax on imported goods to raise money

· National government will start a national bank
	

	How does legislative branch get started?
	
	

	Make a chart naming the two political parties that develop and presenting the leaders and contrasting views of the two parties. pp. 290-3 The Birth of Political Parties

	Federalists
	Republicans
	ADD - Focus

Artisans - craftsmen - like tailors, brewers, blacksmiths, bakers

Property owners -  owners of large businesses?

Tariff - tax on imports

Southerners import and would pay this tax

Would protect Northern businesses, raising the price of foreign goods

	
	Alexander Hamilton
	Thomas Jefferson

James Madison
	

	
	Strong federal (national) government
	Most power should be in state and local
	

	
	Focus on Industry
	Focus on Farming and Traditional Craftsmanship
	

	
	Merchants, property owners, ordinary workers
	Followers - southern planters, northern farmers, artisans
	

	
	Said Republicans supported mobs and riots
	Said Federalists were monarchists
	

	
	Supported a national bank
	Opposed the national bank
	

	
	Supported the tax on imported goods - the tariff 
	Opposed tax on imported goods - the tariffs
	

	
	Favor close ties with Britain (who has gone to war against France
	Favor supporting the French - as they helped us in our revolution
	

	Describe the conflict that arises in the legislature over the national bank and the interpretation of its power in the Constitution p. 285 A National Bank


	· Called for by Hamilton's Financial Plan

· A safe place to deposit government funds collected from taxes

· Would be able to issue paper money for a national currency

· Debate over bank raises debate on power of national government under Constitution

· Opponents says it is unconstitutional

· Not permitted under Constitution - not a power given to national government
· Debate over how to interpret Constitution

· Strict interpretation -Only those powers specifically given

· Loose interpretation - Also powers that are "necessary and proper" for fulfilling stated duties (Article 1 Section8 - "The Necessary and Proper Clause")

	

	How does the judicial branch get started?
	
	

	Describe how Congress sets up the courts. p. 284 Establishing the Judiciary
	· The Judiciary Act of 1789

· supreme Court of 6 Justices

· A chief justice

· Washington appoints John Jay

· 3 circuit courts

· 13 district courts (one in each state?)
	

	Describe the case of Marbury v Madison, its facts, its ruling, and its great significance. p.312-3 The Supreme Court and Judicial Review


	· Judge Marbury had been appointed by Adams right before he left office with several other judges

· Republicans argued these last minutes appointments were to keep Federalist control of the courts

· When Jefferson takes over, he stops fulfilling these appointments

· Marbury sues

· Decision states

· Supreme Courts power to review cases comes right from the Constitution

· not from the Act of Congress that sets up the courts

· Importance - first statement of Courts power of judicial review

· power of Supreme Court to declare things unconstitutional

· does not help Marbury get job
	Important - facts of case not important

Only importance - first state of judicial review - power of Supreme Court to strike down laws as unconstitutional

	The first cases of the Supreme Court involved constitutional questions about the power of the federal government. Make a chart listing the three famous cases of this early Supreme Court that established the power of the federal government and giving the main idea and details of each. pp. 343-4 Three Important Supreme Court Rulings


	· Supreme Court - promoting national economic growth and power of federal government

· new Chief Justice - John Marshall

· federalist - appointed as federalists lose power with many other federal judges, who will all rule for life

· McCulloch v Maryland - States had no power to interfere with federal institutions
· Maryland can't tax on the National Bank

· tax was a powerful interference - "power to tax was power to destroy"

· state cannot pass a law that violates a federal law  

· Dartmouth College v Woodward - Constitution protects all private contracts 

· governments cannot alter private contracts
· State of New Hampshire cannot alter the college charter

· Gibbons v Ogden - only Congress can regulate interstate commerce

· Interstate commerce - trade between states

· so rights to carry passengers across Hudson River between New York and New Jersey can't be given by either state
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