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Causes of the Civil War – Was the South Justified in Seceding from the Union?
To begin our study of the causes of the Civil War, we need to remember that much of what we have studied already showed the tension.

· Struggles for power in Congress at the Constitutional Convention

· The Great Compromise - struggles over representation for states with smaller population – creating a Senate in which each state gets two Senators
· The Three-fifth’s Compromise -  counting 3/5ths of the slaves toward population for representation in the House for the South but also for taxes
· The Slave Trade Compromise – attempting to set an end to at least the importation of slaves
· The Northwest Ordinance that banned slavery from any states formed from the territories in the region

· Struggles over the tariffs passed by the Northern and Western coalition in Congress that taxed the Southern imports and paid for Northern improvements
· The differing paths of the North and the South
· The blocking of annexing Texas because it would be a new slave state

· The relief when Oregon could come as free to “balance” Texas as slave

· The anger over the War with Mexico being an unnecessary war to gain more land for slavery

· The burning of the antislavery pamphlets by Andrew Jackson

· The Abolition Movement and Underground Railroad
Today, we will pick up this tension looking at that balance of free versus slave states, by examining the first direct discussion of it in the Missouri Compromise. 
Notes – Due Tuesday!
· Missouri Compromise - Missouri Comes in Slave but Maine Free - Keep balance of free-slave states in Senate!     p. 404 – 5 – Done together in class.
· Ch 14 Sec 1, pp. 482-485 Growing Tensions Over Slavery
· Slavery and the War with Mexico 

· The Wilmot Proviso

· An Anti-slavery Party - The Free-Soil Party

· A Bitter Debate – What to do about admitting California and destroying the Balance in the Senate (Just first three paragraphs)
· Ch 14 Sec 2 pp. 486-487  Compromises Fail

· The Compromise of 1850 – Just first to headings – To Please the North, To Please the South 
