Fitzgerald

Chapter 14
The Nation Divided - Causes of Civil War

Section 3

Compromises Fail
· The Kansas Nebraska Act    pp. 489-490

· Bleeding Kansas   pp. 490-491

· Bloodshed in the Senate  p. 491
	The Kansas Nebraska Act    pp. 489-490


	· Kansas-Nebraska act moves nation closer to war

· 1854

· Pushed through by democratic  senator - Stephen Douglas of Illinois
· wants to develop land west of Illinois quickly -
· so the railroad to run California will run through Illinois 

· Suggests forming two new territories - Kansas and Nebraska

· Southerners object as both are in land banned by Missouri Compromise from slavery

· Would both form free states

· Douglas looks for way to stop Southerners from threatening to secede
· Suggests allowing popular sovereignty
· Breaking Missouri Compromise line ban

· Hopes Southerners will support

· Settlers from Missouri could move to Kansas

· Kansas would enter as slave state

· Northerners outraged

· Douglas betraying North by allowing slavery in all territories

· One northern senator says it is enough to make him an abolitionist

· Passes after months of debate

· President Pierce thinks it will forever banish slavery debate from Congress
	First use of 

· popular sovereignty –each territory’s people should just vote to decide if free or slave

	Bleeding Kansas   pp. 490-491


	· White citizens of Kansas will decide if Kansas free or slave by vote

· Proslavery and antislavery settlers rush to Kansas just for the vote within weeks of bill passing

· Each side seeks majority numbers for vote

· Thousands from Missouri illegally vote in election

· Kansas only had 3,000 voters but nearly 8,000 votes cast
· 36 0f 39 legislators elected are proslave

· Antislavery settlers refuse to accept results and hold another election

· Now Kansas has two governments

· Violence soon breaks out - Proslavery sheriff shot when he tries to arrest antislavery settlers in Lawrence, Kansas – where anti-slavery gov’t is
· Returns with 800 men to attack –burn Lawrence
· John Brown leads attack on proslavery settlement three days later

· Murders five proslavery men and boys

· Near Pottawattamie Creek – called Pottawattamie Creek Massacre
· Widespread fighting set off

· Bands of proslavery and antislavery fighters roam countryside

· Terrorize any not on their side

· Becomes known as BLEEDING KANSAS
	John Brown becomes famous abolitionist – calling for a violent solution


	Bloodshed in the Senate

 pp. 490-491


	· While this is all happening  - Violence spills into U.S. Senate

· Leading abolitionist Senator Charles Sumner speaks against  proslavery vote in Kansas 
· attacks his Southern enemies in Senate -  particularly Senator Butler from South Carolina

· A few days later Butler's nephew,  Representative Preston Brooks, marches into Senate

· Uses cane to beat Sumner until he falls out of his chair onto the floor, bloody and unconscious

· Sumner never recovers from injuries

· Interpretations

· Southerners feel Sumner deserved it - Show support by sending Brooks new canes!

· Northerners feel it is evidence that slavery is violent and inhuman
	


Burned Lawrence
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Murders at Pottawattamie Creek and John Brown
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Bleeding Sumner

[image: image4.jpg]


   

[image: image5.jpg]



