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Model and Grading Sheet - Paragraph Interpreting a Political Cartoon

	Topic sentence
· states main idea
· what the cartoon means
· clear
	
The cartoon entitled "His Foresight" clearly conveys the view that the Monroe Doctrine sets the United States up as a powerful country ready to protect weaker Latin American countries from European recolonization.


	Ideas
· points reader to specific aspects of the cartoon clearly meant to convey meaning
for example - words, clothing, body language, gestures. expression, actions, symbols,  exaggeration, relative size
· no aspects of the cartoon are left out
· an explanation is given clearly linking each aspect of the cartoon to the meaning stated as soon as it is mentioned
· clear
· accurate

	
All the countries are represented as chickens. The main figure of the cartoon is a rooster that is disproportionally larger than the other chickens. The rooster obviously represents the United States as it is drawn to represent the symbolic figure of Uncle Sam with white hair and star-spangled hat, suit tails and pants. The rooster's foot is raised ready to strike at enemies one might attack the chicks around his feet with his spur. The chicks obviously represent the Latin American countries as they are specifically labeled with the names of the countries, like Peru, Brazil, and Chile. They are obviously newer nations because a chick is obviously a young chicken. They are shown running and play fighting to represent their lack of focus and joy at being free to move about. The hens in the hen house are obviously the European countries, as the hen house is labeled "European Coop" and the hens are labeled with specific countries again, like Italy and Germany. The rooster of the United States looks threateningly directly at the trapped hens with his foot raised, and the hens look frightened with wide, wild eyes, straining to get out but held back by a board labeled "Monroe Doctrine." T

	Concluding Thought	
· states a general description of who the author might be
· states the intended audience

	
This cartoon is obviously delivered form the viewpoint of a proud American supporting the Doctrine and its intended audience is other Americans as it means to pump up their pride



	The cartoon entitled "His Foresight" clearly conveys the view that the Monroe Doctrine sets the United States up as a powerful country ready to protect weaker Latin American countries from European recolonization. All the countries are represented as chickens. The main figure of the cartoon is a rooster that is disproportionally larger than the other chickens. The rooster obviously represents the United States as it is drawn to represent the symbolic figure of Uncle Sam with white hair and star-spangled hat, suit tails and pants. The rooster's foot is raised ready to strike at enemies one might attack the chicks around his feet with his spur. The chicks obviously represent the Latin American countries as they are specifically labeled with the names of the countries, like Peru, Brazil, and Chile. They are obviously newer nations because a chick is obviously a young chicken. They are shown running and play fighting to represent their lack of focus and joy at being free to move about. The hens in the hen house are obviously the European countries, as the hen house is labeled "European Coop" and the hens are labeled with specific countries again, like Italy and Germany. The rooster of the United States looks threateningly directly at the trapped hens with his foot raised, and the hens look frightened with wide, wild eyes, straining to get out but held back by a board labeled "Monroe Doctrine." This cartoon is obviously delivered form the viewpoint of a proud American supporting the Doctrine and its intended audience is other Americans as it means to pump up their pride.

· Topic sentence		2 pts
· states main idea
· what the cartoon means
· clear
· Ideas			6 pts
· point reader to specific aspects of the cartoon clearly meant to convey meaning
· for example
· words
· clothing
· body language/gestures/expression/actions
· symbols exaggeration
· relative size
· no aspects of the cartoon are left out
· an explanation is given clearly linking each aspect of the cartoon to the meaning stated as soon as it is mentioned
· clear
· accurate
· Concluding Thought	2 pts
· states a general description of who the author might be
· states the intended audience
