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Developing an Understanding of How the Institution of Slavery was Built:
 Slavery’s Ideology, Policies, and Consequences

· As we work to build an understanding of the different paths the regions of the U.S. took in their development before the Civil War, we will together be studying the development of the institution of slavery in the South, while you are working to be able to present your topic concerning the development of the North or the West or a reform movement on your own. 

· To develop the institution of slavery, the South developed a way of thinking, an ideology, that allowed the white population to think of the black population as property, not humans. 

· Whites began to follow certain standard practices to dehumanize the black population. 

· These practices were often put into governmental policies or laws together called the slave codes. 

· Even if they stayed as just a common cultural practices of the whites in the South anyone who didn't follow these practices experienced negative consequences in the community.

· To develop an understanding of this ideology and the consequences experienced by those who lived under it, we will be listening to passages from the slave narratives performed by African American actors. These performances were done for the video Unchained Memories: Readings from the Slave Narratives.

· These narratives are a collection of the memories of the slaves. In 1865, more than 4 million slaves were set free. By the late 1930s, 100,000 former slaves were still alive. In the midst of the Great Depression, the Federal Writers Project, as part of the federal works project that sought to great jobs for the unemployed that would benefit the nation, the government hired journalists and writers to travel the country and record the memories of this last generation of African Americans who had lived as slaves. Over 2,000 interviews were transcribed, in the vernacular language of the person being interviewed, to form a unique historical collection of primary source documents. The Library of Congress is home to this collection.
· In order to record our growing understanding, we will build a chart that captures the practices and policies we hear conveyed by one of the former slaves passages from the narratives performed.
Procedure – We will

· Listen to the slave narrative passages performed.

· Stop the video when a practice or policy is related in a narrative.
· Relate and discuss the practice or policy and its consequences, both intended and unintended.

· Note our ideas on the chart.

For example, an entry on your chart might look like the following:

	Policy

· Slaves were not allowed freedom of movement.


	Consequence

· This required the white population to develop a system of passes and of patrolling to check on activity. 

· Blacks developed secret message systems to guide and time their movements and traveled at night in order to see loved ones on nearby plantations.
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