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Road to Revolution – Unit Description

Our Targets!
I Can describe the ideas, experiences, and interactions that caused the colonists to declare independence.

· Ideas about government - Limited government, Republicanism/ representative government, Protecting individual rights, Promoting the common good, The natural rights of man

· Experiences with representative government within each colony

· Changes in the relationship with Great Britain caused by the French and Indian War

I Can describe the goals of the Declaration of Independence.

· Colonist’s views of government

· Reasons for separating (grievances)

Focus Question!

· Were the colonies were justified in declaring independence?
The test will thus present you with documents to interpret that follow the course of events that led to declaring of independence and then you will be asked to write an essay stating whether you feel the declaration was justified or not, supporting your decision with arguments and evidence from the documents and your studies.
We will organize our studies around types of causes:
· The Rights of Englishmen (which they believed should be their right!)

· The Tradition of Colonial Self-Government

· Beliefs and Rights They believed all Men had

· Restrictions on Trade passed by Parliament

· Restrictions on Freedoms

· A Growing Belief in the Right of Rebellion

Course of Study –

· We will read, discuss,  and take notes on topics under each of these areas,

· Each night, you will use Google Images to find an image that fits the topics we have done that day.

· Then you will create a flashcard for each topic with a title and an image on the front and our notes on the back, using handwritten 3*5 cards and a table in Google Docs or creating a Goggle Slide Show, as modeled in class.
· You will study these cards each night as you create them.

· When we are done, we will create a web of all the cards when we are done, you will take your web home and present it to your mom and dad, and they will grade you. This will all prepare you well for the test, helping you read and interpret the documents easily and write the essay.

Our topics - My notes and a list of all topics completed so far will always be on the website!
The Rights of Englishmen (which they believed should be their rights!)

· The Magna Carta – Ch 4 Sec 1 pp.102

· The British Parliament – Ch 4 Sec 1, p. 103

· The English Civil War and the Glorious Revolution – Ch 4 sec 1, pp. 103

· The English Bill of Rights – Ch 4 Sec 1, pp. 103-104

The Tradition of Colonial Self-Government
· House of Burgesses – Ch 3 Sec 1, p.69
· Mayflower Compact – Ch 3 Sec 1, p. 69
· Representative Government of the Puritans – Ch 3 Sec 2,p. 73 and  p. 75
· Colonial Self-Government – Ch 4 Sec 1, pp. 104

Growing Set of New Colonial Beliefs and Rights

· Freedom of Religion and Separation of Church and State

· Rhode Island -Ch 3 Sec 2, p. 75

· Connecticut
· Pennsylvania -Ch 4 Sec 3 p. 79

· Maryland -Ch 4 Sec 4 p. 86

· Freedom of the Press and the Zenger Trial - Ch 4 Sec1, p, 105

· The Theories of John Locke – Ch 4 Sec 4, p. 122-123
· Natural rights of man

· Social compact theory
· Right of revolution
British Control Trade and Seek to Raise Revenue Through Taxes

· Mercantilism - Ch 4 Sec 1, p. 106

· Navigation Acts - Ch 4 Sec 1, p. 106

· Sugar and Stamp Acts - Ch 5 Sec 2, p. 146-47

· Declaratory Act - Ch 5 Sec 2, p. 147

· Townshend Acts - Ch 5 Sec 2, p. 148

Restrictions on Freedoms

· Proclamation of 1763 - Ch 5 Sec 2, pp. 145-46

· Quartering Act - C 5 Sec 2, p. p. 147

· Writs of Assistance. Ch 5 Sec 2. p. 148

· Closing of the New York Legislature, Ch 5 Sec 2, p. 148

· The Boston Massacre - Ch 5 Sec 2, p. 149

· The Intolerable Acts - Ch 5 Sec 3, p. 151

Colonial Rebellion

· Boston Tea Party - Ch 5 Sec 3, p. 150

· Sons of Liberty - http://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/american-revolution-history/videos/sons-of-liberty 

· Common Sense - Ch 6 Sec 1 - pp. 170-71

· Declaration of Independence - Ch 6 Sec  4, p. 172
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American History - Fitzgerald
5 October 2015

Dear Parents,

We are starting our new unit, the Road to Revolution, addressing the question of whether the colonists were justified in declaring independence. We are working with students to get them used to studying their material as they go, not waiting for the end to cram. This unit is designed to support that goal.
Your student will be viewing, reading about, discussing, and taking notes on causes of the war in class.

· At home each night he or she is to find an image to help capture the key idea of each cause, using Google images. 

· They are then to make a flashcard with the title and the image on the front and the notes on the back using Google image or create a Google slide presentation. A model of the Google slide presentation and a Google Docs table for making the flashcards is on my website. They will be asked to share these with me through Google so I can monitor that progress. They will be getting progress check grades along the way. A list of all topics with notes taken so far will always be on the website.
· They are then to use those flashcards daily to review the growing set of causes they should be able to relate.

In the end, they will be asked to present all the causes to you from memory, using the card as a spur. 

You will be sent a grading sheet to grade this presentation. This grade will be recorded, and the presentation will serve as a review for their test. We ask that you also take a picture and send it in of the family during the presentation, as we will make a display of all of us and our families.

The test is a document-based test, in which students will be presented with documents concerning the causes and asked to answer questions about these documents given their new earned knowledge and then to write an essay using evidence from these documents that answers our focus question, "Were the colonists justified in declaring independence?"

So, if you could sign this letter this evening, I will then have a record that you are aware of our work. You may also note and questions or comments. I have attached an extra copy for your to keep at home as a reference.
Thank you!

Sincerely, Virginia Fitzgerald

Review of Parent Support

1. sign and return the slip at the bottom to let me know you received and read this letter,
2. watch for that daily work toward finding images and creating the quizzing card,
3. maybe ask your student to present the cards they have so far referring to the topics completed list on my website,
4. schedule time at the end for them to present,  (They can present as many times as they need to solidify the knowledge, so you should be able to give them and A!)
5. and get a picture taken and printed for our display.
Parent Signature __________________________________________________________

Comments or Questions - 

Instructions for Google Doc Table - Model on website
· Sign onto your Google Account

· Go to Google Apps

· Go to Google Drive

· Hit the NEW button in the top left - choose a Google Doc

· Click where it says Untitled Document - Type in "Road to Revolution Your Last Name" - Ex- "Road to Revolution - Fitzgerald

· Go to insert

· Insert a table

· Highlight 2 columns and 8 rows

· Type in the boxes to put on title and our notes

· Save the image you find on Google in a folder titled "Road to Revolution" in your computer's Picture tab

· Insert image - go to the folder you created and double click on the picture for that topic
· Print out the new cards each night and mount them on 3 by 5 cards
Model

	English Bill of Rights

pp. 103-104
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	Focused on powers of Parliament - 
· King can’t impose taxes without a permission from Parliament

· King can’t keep an army in a time of peace without consent of Parliament

· Parliamentary elections must be free

· No speeches in Parliament’s can ever be used in a court

Also upheld rights granted by Magna Carta
· Habeas Corpus – Why do you have my body?
· Right to know why you have been arrested

· Trial by jury


Instructions for Google Slide - Model on website
· Sign onto your Google Account

· Go to Google Apps

· Go to Google Drive

· Hit the NEW button in the top left - choose a Google Doc

· Click where it says Untitled Document - Type in "Road to Revolution Your Last Name" - Ex- "Road to Revolution - Fitzgerald

· Go to SLIDE - APPLY LAYOUT - select blank

· Select a Theme on the right
· Insert a text box for the title of the topic and type it in
· Save the image you find on Google in a folder titled "Road to Revolution" in your computer's Picture tab

· Insert image - go to the folder you created and double click on the picture for that topic

· Hit the + for a new slide

· Insert a text box and type in our notes

· Do this for each topic

· to study your slides, hit VIEW - PRESENT

To hand write 3 by 5 cards - You must still find images on Google and save them to a Google Doc, print them, and glue them to the front of the card for the front of the card each night for homework, as you make them. If you do not have a printer, you will have to sign on at school and print them and put them on. You must get a lunch pass, as you will not be sent from class. It is homework.
