Fitzgerald
Reform Movement Unit - 
Planning and Writing an In-class Essay

re·form

rəˈfôrm/
verb
make changes in something, 
typically a social, political, or economic institution or practice,

 in order to improve it

From 1820 - 1860, many Americans sought ways to improve their country. Your goal for this unit is to read about these efforts and prepare to write an essay describing them in a way that expresses enthusiastic pride in the work of these citizens. A great country is not given to us but is created by us. These people are wonderful role models.
These efforts are described in Chapter 12 of your textbook. 

Plan of work

1. On Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, 

we will read together each day and organize the big ideas of what we read. 

2. Wednesday night, Thursday night, and Friday night,

your goal will be to plan a paragraph on the reform topic we addressed that day and study it. 

3. Saturday and Sunday,

your goal will be to review your plan for the three paragraphs and plan an introduction and conclusion.

4. You will write the essay in class on Monday or Tuesday, whichever is your long day.

The topics you should master are
· Wednesday - the development of American literature and art - Ch 12, Sec 4
· Thursday - the work to improve of American society - Ch 12, Sec 1
· Friday - the fight to end slavery and establish women's rights - Ch 12, Sec 2, 3

Sources of ideas for paragraphs

· your textbook

· the outline of the main ideas for each topic we develop in class together
To support you in planning your paragraph

· a graphic organizer

· examples of paragraphs shared each day in class by student volunteers
· feedback on paragraphs shared in class from instructor

