Indentured Servitude - Primary Source Documents
John Reid, Jr.’s Indenture of Apprenticeship contract with Robert Livingston, Jr.,
1 November 1742, from the Gilder Lehrman Collection
THIS Indenture Witnesseth, that John Reid of freedhold in the County of Monnmouth Jersey by
and with the Consent of his father John Riad of Sd place hath put himself, and by these Presents
doth voluntarily, and of his own free Will and Accord put himself an Apprentice to Robert
Livingston Jun of New York with him to live, and (after the Manner of an Apprentice) to Serve
from the first Day of Novembr: Anno Domini, One Thousand Seven Hundred and Forty two till
the full Term of five years be compleat and ended. During all which Term the said Apprentice his
said Master faithfully shall serve, his Secrets keep, his lawfull Commands gladly every where
obey: he shall do no Damage to His said Master nor see to be done by others without letting or
giving Notice to his said master he shall not waste his said Masters Goods, nor lend them
unlawfully to any, he shall not commit Fornication, nor contract Matrimony within the said
Term. At Cards, Dice or any other unlawful Game, he shall not play, whereby his said Master
may have Damage with his own Goods, nor the Goods of others within the said Term, without
Lisence [sic] from his said Master, he shall neither buy not [sic] sell, he shall not absent himself
Day nor Night from his said Masters Service without his Leave, nor haunt Ale-Houses, Taverns
or Play-Houses; but in all Things as a faithful Apprentice he shall behave himself to his said
Master and all his during the said Term. And the said Master during the said Term shall by the
best Means or Method that he can, Teach or cause the said Apprentice to be Taught the Art and
Mystery of a Marchent [sic] And also shall find an provide unto the said Apprentice sufficient
meat Drink and Lodging
For the true Perfomance of all and every the said Covenants and Agreements, either of the said
Parties bind themselves unto the other by these Presents. In Witness whereof they have
hereunto interchangeably put their Hands and Seals this first Day of Novembr. in the Sixteenth
Year of His Majesty’s Reign Annoq; [sic] Domini, One Thousand Seven Hundred and Forty Two,
Sealed and delivered in
the Presence of
John Carpenter
Richd Smith\

John Reid
John Reid Jnr:

Advertisements for runaway indentured servants from the Maryland Gazette, 22
May 1755, from the Gilder Lehrman Collection

Thinking about these documents ● Make a T-Chart. On one side, list the benefits of being an indentured servant. On the
other side, list the disadvantages of being an indentured servant.
● Make another a t-chart. On one side, list some ways being an indentured servant was
like being a slave. On the other side, list ways being an indentured servant was different
than being a slave.
● Why might indentured servitude and slavery existed at the same time in many colonies?
Link to original PDF
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