Guidelines for a Strong Constructed Response
 
 
Every constructed response, whether it is a paragraph or a full essay, must contain three essential elements.  First, the response must begin with a topic sentence or thesis statement that states the main idea of the response.  It must be clear, and it must respond to the prompt put forth to the class.  Second, the response must offer supporting evidence for the main idea set forth.  The writer must provide the supporting evidence in sentences in one or more paragraphs, not “bullet” or list form.  This evidence should be clearly organized, with areas of support being introduced and then developed by detail. A student should consider the work the class has completed together when choosing this detail.  Conventions are vital for any writing, as they support the reader's ability to understand the ideas of the writer. Sentence fragments and run-ons, misspellings, and improper punctuation burden a reader.
 
 
Structure

Topic Sentence – A separate full sentence

Responds to prompt

Introduces overall topic of entire response

Clear

Supporting Idea - clearly introduced in a separate sentence as a new area of support before it is developed

Introduced support is followed by sentences developing detail from our studies

Supporting Idea - clearly introduced in a separate sentence as a new area of support before it is developed

Introduced support is followed by sentences developing detail from our studies

Supporting Idea - clearly introduced in a separate sentence as a new area of support before it is developed

Introduced support is followed by sentences developing detail from our studies

Concluding Thought -

Does not simply repeat the topic

Thoughtful comment on the topic

 

Conventions

Full sentences -  Begin with capital letter, end with period, Complete thoughts, No fragments, No run-ons

Spelling – few errors, all key words spelled correctly

Capitalization of proper nouns
