Flashcards – Development of the South

from Policies used to maintain the institution of Slavery

available on Unchained Memories
	The Cotton Gin
INCREASES DEMAND FOR SLAVES
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	· Invented by - Eli Whitney
· Gin – means “Engine”
· Cleans the seeds out of cotton

· The kind of cotton that grows in America very difficult to clean

· Before Cotton Gin – 

· seeds had to be picked out of cotton fibers by hand 

· laborer could only clean a pound of cotton/day
· Thus growing cotton was unprofitable – couldn’t clean enough to sell enough to make a profit
· With Cotton Gin -
· Worker could clean 50 times more cotton with the gin 

· Cotton growing becomes profitable

· demand for many new laborers to grow cotton - INCREASES DEMAND FOR SLAVES


	Policy to maintain Institution to Slavery

Black child bought as slave for younger white child 
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	Details on policy

· White child often a toddler

	
	Consequences of Policy

· White child taught to be master, to give orders, and learns to see back child as property

· Black child humiliated, made to feel less even than one younger than he

· Friendships could develop

· Black child could benefit from education given to white child



	Policy to maintain Institution to Slavery

Whipping standard punishment 




	Details on policy

· Cat of nine tails

· Staked out

· Naked

· In public - others forced to watch

· Cross patterns made to take out hunks of flesh

· Rub salt in the wounds



	
	Consequences of Policy

· Incredible pain, fear

· Salt rubbed in wounds, created more pain, also prevented infection

· Scarring developed as reminder to slave, other slaves, and other white people

· Unlike beating, didn’t prevent future work



	Policy to maintain Institution to Slavery

Illegal to educate black people
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	Details on policy



	
	Consequences of Policy

· Whites are able to make themselves believe they are superior

· Those who worked in house could steal book - Taught self in great secrecy at night

· BUT STILL most were unable to find a way to learn

· Could not show any intelligence or desire to learn for fear of whipping or being sold away



	Policy to maintain Institution to Slavery

No legal or religious marriages were allowed
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	Details on policy

· Owners often dictated who would form a couple

· Often couples separated, only able to visit

· Always under threat of being sold away from each other

· Relationships could be violated and broken by master, for instance through rape



	
	Consequences of Policy

African Americans developed own marriage ceremony – the jumping of the broom, as a symbol of starting a home together

Families were weakened despite this




	Policy to maintain Institution to Slavery

Selling of children away from families
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	Details on policy

no warning

never saw mom again



	
	Consequences of Policy

· Whites are able to weaken slaves by denying them the strength family gives

· devastation to parent – story of mom who fell off wagon and rolled on ground

· Pride in the naming of the woman who was your mother apparent in all the narratives

· Requests for others to raise child – tradition of extended families




	Policy to maintain Institution to Slavery

White owners had to keep a record book of all purchases and sales of slaves
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	Consequences 

· Government can use the records for taxation and representation, as per the 3/5ths Clause.

· Black people have information on their lives.




	Long hour of physical labor with little food or clothing

[image: image8.jpg]



[image: image9.jpg]



[image: image10.jpg]



	· Policy - Expected to work long with little sustenance

· If didn’t perform, could be whipped
· six days a week and some Sundays

· expected to pick 300 lbs. per day and carry it to the gin

· mile long rows

Supplies -

· Given little to eat each week, mostly corn meal and some salted meat

· Some allowed to work own vegetable patch, but had to do so at night after a long day and another to come

· given one pair of shoes a year

· Home had dirt floor, no fuel for fire, slat bed with straw mattress

· Consequences - 

· Caused exhaustion  - prevented fighting back or  running away

· Slave songs developed as consequence of work, inability to talk under supervision - 
· Whites could not complain of spiritual music

· Kept mind occupied – as many songs involved word games, like the making up of lyrics in challenges

· Coded messages were hidden in songs, about things like the master being away

· Allowed slaves to express emotion

· Provided rhythm for the work, making it easier  




