Fitzgerald

Ch 12 Sec 1 Improving Society

Headings to read -  Social Reformers at Work and Education Reform, pp. 416-18

Focus on these topics - 

· The Temperance Movement

· Prison Reform

· Reforms for Mentally Ill

· Education Reform

	Problem addressed

· Alcohol abuse

	Details on problem

· alcohol widely used
· cheaper than milk or beer

· safer to drink than water, which was contaminated

· an epidemic

· women and children suffered at hands of fathers and husbands who drank too much

	People or group who addressed problem

· American temperance Society -  members mostly women

	How situation was improved

· called attention to problem
· published pamphlets denouncing "strong drink"

· some called for moderation - responsible use

· other for prohibition

· nine states passed laws banning sale of alcohol


	Problem addressed

· Prison Reform

	Details on problem

· Harsh places designed to make people want to stay out of them

· Poorly heated

· Inadequate food

· Cramped conditions

· Debtors (People who owed money they could not pay back) jailed with criminals 
· locked up for years - could earn no money to repay debt in jail

	People or group who addressed problem

· Dorothea Dix
· and others

	How situation was improved

· Reformers work to

· Improve conditions - more sanitary and humane
· Get debtors and kids out of jail


	Problem addressed

· Reforms for Mentally Ill

	Details on problem

· house the mentally ill in prisons
· Dix investigating prisons reports seeing 
· Women in a cage

· Man losing use of limbs due to lack of exercise

· People chained

	People or group who addressed problem

· Dorothea Dix

	How situation was improved

· Dix's writes report detailing all she sees  from visiting many prisons

· report persuades Massachusetts to fund a mental hospital, called asylums

· goal to treat the ill, not punish

· Continues efforts in other states


	Problem addressed

· Education Reform

	Details on problem

· Only children of wealthy educated
· many could not read or write
· Puritans' believed all need to be able to read and understand the Bible

· Why concerned - 
· education necessary to ensure voters are informed

· need to help immigrants become part of American culture

	People or group who addressed problem

· Horace Mann, from Massachusetts 

	How situation was improved

· Massachusetts (only state with public schools in 1800s) seeks to improve its public school system -

· Create colleges to train teachers

· Raise teachers' salaries

· Lengthen school year

· By 1850s - 

· Public schools found in Northeast

· But Southern and Western states lag behind

· Free black children seldom admitted - only in Massachusetts 


