Fitzgerald
Notes – Causes of the Civil War

Wilmot Proviso

Year?



· Balance – free states and slave states

· Land obtained from Mexican-American War – could destroy balance

· Northerners - want to stop slavery from spreading, limit slave power in government

· Wilmot proposes – banning slavery in any land obtained from Mexico

· South blocks proposal in Senate – but worried

Free Soil Party

Year?



· New political party formed when Wilmot Proviso is blocked

· Two current parties – Democrats and Whigs – avoiding the issue of slavery

· New party formed by anti-slavery Democrats and Whigs together

· Goal - all territory gained from Mexican War be “free soil” no slavery

California’s Application for Statehood


Year?



· California first state to form from land obtained from Mexico

· When gold discovered in California, thousands rushed there – quickly able to become state

· It will upset the balance between free states and slave states

· Southerners threaten to secede (pull out) of Union if it becomes free state

Compromise
of 1850
Year?


· Designed to prevent the South from seceding when California enters union as free state

· For North

· California become a free state

· The slave TRADE!! (not slavery, but the buying and selling of slaves) is banned in Washington, D.C.

· For South

· Poplar sovereignty, a vote of the people of each state, would decide whether all future territories were free or slave

· A stronger fugitive slave law

Fugitive Slave Act of 1850

· Special government officials cold arrest any person accused of being a runaway slave

· All that is required is a slaveholder or any White witness to swear the suspect was the slaveholder’s property

· Person had no right to a trial

· Also – all Northerners are required to help capture runaways

· Watching these unfair captures – Northerners begin to be convinced slavery is evil

Uncle Tom’s Cabin
· Harriet Beecher Stowe is deeply upset by Fugitive Slave Act

· Wanted to write something so the nation could “feel what an accursed thing slavery was

· It tells the story of a slave named Tom who is whipped to death when he helps a young slave mother escape with her son

· It makes slavery a human, moral problem and is a bestseller in the North

· The South thinks it is unfair and untrue!
Kansas-Nebraska Act

· Southerners are blocking the statehood of Nebraska because it will be free

· Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois wants to find a way to get Nebraska’s statehood because he wants to build a railroad from Chicago to the Pacific through Nebraska 

· Douglas wants stop Congress from making decisions about free and slave states and just let each new territory take a vote and decide for itself

· Popular sovereignty – the people’s vote will rule

· Thus though Nebraska will be free, Kansas will probably be slave.

Bleeding Kansas

· Both pro-slavery and anti-slavery supporters flood into Kansas to be part of the vote as to whether the territory will be a free state of a slave state. 

· Each side wants to be the majority when it is time to vote.

· At least 5,000 pro-slavery supporters crossed from Missouri to vote illegally, overwhelming the 3,000 votes really in Kansas.

· The anti-slavery settlers refuse to accept the vote and start their own government, so now there are two. 

· Pro-slavers attack the anti-slave government.

· John Brown an anti-slave settler murders five pro -slavers.

· Violent bands of pro-slave and anti-slave fighters roam the state.

Bloodshed in the Senate

· Senator Charles Sumner, an abolitionist, gives a speech against the pro-slave government in Kansas and focuses on the role of a South Carolina senator.

· The nephew of the South Carolina senator, Congressman Preston Brooks, goes to the Senate a few days later and beats Sumner over the head more than 30 times with a heavy cane, leaving him bloody and unconscious on the floor.

· Southerners support this violent act by sending Brooks hundreds of new canes to replace the one he broke.

Formation of Republican Party       

Date? 

· goal - to stop the spread of slavery into western territories

· northern Democrats and Free Soil Party members joined

· powerful quickly -

· within months elected 105 of the 245 seats in the House!!

· won control of all but two northern state legislature

· Republican Presidential Candidate of 1856 - John C. Fremont

· a Californian little known to North - chosen to represent the focus on the territories being free

· won 11 of 16 northern states


Dred Scott Decision



Date?

· a pro-slavery Supreme Court decision

· Facts of Case - A slave sued for his freedom because his master had taken for some time to live in free territories

· Question for the Court - Does the Constitution say that living in a free territory or state make you free?

· Answer – No, for two reasons -

· Courts cannot even hear slaves’ pleas because they are not citizens

· Slaves are property only, and the Constitution protects the right to property. State laws cannot take property away.

· So no state or territory can prohibit slavery.

Lincoln-Douglas Debates

· Lincoln had been a representative to Congress but left after one term to practice law.

· He decides to run for senator for Illinois as a Republican because he is so against popular sovereignty, and Stephen Douglas, the main supporter of popular sovereignty, is running for senator.

· Lincoln challenges Douglas to a series of debates. These debates become a national debate on popular sovereignty.

· Thousands attend each, and newspapers report on what each said.

· Douglas defends popular sovereignty, saying each state should vote to do as it chooses.

· Lincoln takes a strong stand against popular sovereignty, saying 

· that a house divided against itself cannot long stand, 

· that this government cannot endure, permanently half slave and half free, that the country will become all one thing or all the other

