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The Bill of Rights and Civil Rights Amendments
	Amendment 1 – 10

The Bill of Rights
	Congress can pass no law that . . . .

	Amendment 1 
Religious and

Political Freedom
	Freedom of Religion 

· Can’t establish one religion as the nation's religion
· Can prohibit a person from freely practicing his or her religion
Freedom of Speech

· Cannot abridge the communicate your opinion, especially on political matters
· Cannot abridge the freedom of the press
Freedom to Assemble, to gather together
Freedom to petition (ask) the Government for redress of Grievances (to fix something that is bothering you)

	Amendment 2 

Right to Bear Arms
	Because a well-regulated militia is necessary to the security of a free state . .  .

The Right to Bear Arms


	Amendment 3 Quartering Troops
	No soldier in a time of peace shall be given a place to stay in any house without the consent of the owner



	Amendment 4 
Search and Seizure
	· Right to Be Secure in your person, houses, papers, and effects
· Against unreasonable searches and seizures
· Unless you have a warrant [written order] issued based on 

· probable cause
·  supported by oath and affirmation
· The warrant must describe

· the place and person to be searched

· the person and things to be seized



	Amendment 5 
Rights when being  Accused
	Right to indictment by a Grand Jury for a capital [a crime punishable by death] or infamous [well known because it was so horrible] crime (except when in the armed forces during a time of war or public danger)

No double jeopardy [if found not guilty, can never be arrested for same crime again, even if new evidence arises]
Do not have to testify against yourself [the right to "remain silent"]
Cannot be deprived of life, liberty, or property without Due Process of Law [ if any of the stated rights are violated, the defendant cannot be executed, jailed, or fined]
Private property cannot be taken for public use without just compensation [being paid a fair amount of money]. [For example, the army can take your horse to use in battle or the state can bulldoze your house to build a highway, but you must be paid]


	Amendment 6 
Rights at Trial
	· right to a speedy trial

· right to a public trial

· right to an impartial jury

· trial must be where the crime was committed
· must be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation [what are you being accused of and why?]
· must be able to confront [interview and question] the witnesses against you
· must be able to compel witnesses to appear in your favor
· must have assistance of a lawyer in your defense


	Amendment 7 Trial by Jury in Civil Cases
	In a civil case in which the value is above a certain amount, you can have a jury.



	Amendment 8 
Limits of Fines and Punishments
	No excessive bail [ money paid to get the accused out of jail until the trial]
No excessive fines 
No cruel and unusual punishment



	Amendment 9
Rights of People
	Just because some rights are listed here doesn’t mean people don’t have other rights, too.



	Amendment 10 Powers of States and People
	States have all rights

· not given to the United States national government by the Constitution
· that are not denied them in the Constitution


There are four other well known amendments:

	Amendment 13

Slavery Abolished

1865
	Slavery is abolished.



	Amendment 14

Civil Rights

1868
	Civil Rights – States must provide all with equal protection under the law.

	Amendment 15

Right to Vote

1870
	The right of a citizen to vote cannot be abridged on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.




	Amendment 19

Women's Right to Vote

1920
	The right to vote shall not be abridged on the basis of sex.


